
30th Anniversary  
Garden Party Celebration

Celebrating 30 years of providing housing solutions 
and building a foundation of stability and hope!

September 11, 2021



WITH A
HOME
THEY CAN
ACHIEVE 
EVERYTHING
Miracles happen  
every day at EDEN. 
Steady jobs are found. 
Degrees are earned. 
Families are reunited. 
Why? Because people 
who were homeless 

safe place to call home. 

It happens 
because of you!

Thank you!
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Welcome!
Welcome and thank you for joining us for EDEN’s 30th 

Anniversary Garden Party! Tonight, we celebrate 30 years 

of providing housing solutions to the most vulnerable 

households in our community. EDEN has built a foundation 

of stability and hope for thousands of households in 

Northeast Ohio since 1991. 

and dignity. It serves as a foundation to build stable lives, 

unwavering passion for our mission, a board of directors 

who are dedicated to our vision and progress, partners who 

leverage their own skills and resources, and supporters, like 

you, who devote their time and treasure to help us combat 

homelessness and housing insecurity in our region. 

Tonight, we say ‘thank you’—and look forward to the next 

Elaine Gimmel 

Executive Director
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Agenda
We are delighted you have joined us!

 Photo Booth

 Silent Auction Bidding
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Outstanding Partner

 
of Homeless Services

Outstanding Partner

Award Sponsored by Energy Management Specialists, Inc.

It was in the spirit of 

partnership that the 

Services (OHS) was 
established in 1992, and we are truly grateful for the 
sustaining leadership of these tremendously dedicated 
public servants. Their role as advocate and collaborator has 
been essential in paving the road to success for many of the 
Continuum of Care initiatives, including the HMIS system, 

and permanent supportive housing. 

oversee more than $40 million from the Department of 

local funding sources. OHS has been instrumental in 

homeless system to prioritize persons who are Veterans and 
chronically homeless, as well as families and young adults, 
for housing. 

EDEN wanted to recognize OHS tonight, as they have shown 
tremendous leadership, guidance, and compassion to 
both those who are experiencing homelessness and to the 
agencies that provide services in the homeless system in 
what is often a very challenging environment. 





7

Outstanding Partner

Housing First 
Initiative

Award Sponsored by Bellweither Enterprise

Back in 2002, Permanent 
Supportive Housing was only a 
concept Cuyahoga County had 
heard about as a solution to 

A group of partners (Sisters of 
Charity Foundation, FrontLine 
Service, Enterprise Community 

Services, CHN Housing Partners, 
and EDEN) came together to 
learn more about permanent supportive housing (PSH); visit existing projects in cities 
such as Columbus, Chicago, and New York; and start to garner support from private and 
public sectors to develop units in our own community. 

Our original goal was to develop 1,000 units of housing in 10 years for the chronically or 

that we have low barriers for people to enter housing. We move people into housing 
quickly, help them to increase and maintain their housing stability, and then allow them 
to work on any issues that may have contributed to their homelessness. We provide 

residents. To date, we have 738 units in operation and another 50 in the development 
phase, with the latest building focusing on young adults who are homeless. We have 
nearly ended chronic homelessness in Cuyahoga County, reducing chronic homeless 

current PSH portfolio, we will be able meet the needs for housing of the chronically 
homeless population in Cuyahoga County. 

The Housing First partners we are honoring have been together for almost 20 years, 
and they still remain committed to our goal of ending chronic homelessness. We have 
experienced setbacks from time to time, but much more progress. It is not often that we 
set out to accomplish a lofty goal and actually achieve it, but we have. EDEN is honored 
and humbled to work with such amazing organizations as our tremendous partners in 
the Housing First Initiative. 
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Outstanding Service

Dennis Morton
Dennis joined EDEN’s Board in 
November of 2012 and stepped in 
as acting president in December 
of 2015 when the Board president 
at the time encountered health 
issues. He was then voted in as 
President from October 2016 
through February 2021. 

Dennis has a long career in 

the Department of Housing and 

He then went on to establish AJM Capital LLC, which helps 

asset dispositions, asset management, and compliance for 

Dennis also served in the army infantry. He is married to Mary, who is a 
very patient woman and still holding out hope that he will reduce his 

doesn’t match hers). He also has two beautiful grown children. You 
will rarely see Dennis in anything besides a suit and tie, even during 
the midst of a pandemic when he was home and attending meetings 
virtually. He has a unique sense of humor and is always smiling and 
laughing—especially at his own jokes. 

clients, and the overall work we do. He will be missed as he ends his 
third board term in February of 2022. 
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Outstanding Service

Edna Wisniewski
25 Years

Outstanding Service

landlords as someone you can 
count on and who always goes 
above and beyond in her job. 
Her kindness and empathy shine 
through in her megawatt smile—as 
well as her words and actions. 

She began her career at EDEN as 
a Maintenance Technician 25 years 
ago. In 2008, she transitioned into 
her current position of Housing 
Quality Standards Inspector. No 
matter what her role, Edna is always 

member by our clients for unit visits. This is because, upon meeting 

them and help them to be successful in housing.

to right the wrong. You will see a tough side of her as she works to 
get the outcome she feels should be achieved. One should never 
mistake her kindness for a weakness! Edna is extremely loyal and 
dedicated, not only in her professional life, but to her family as well. 
When you ask about her children or grandchildren, her face lights up 
and you can see the deep love she has for them. 

EDEN is extremely lucky to have such an incredible person like Edna 
working for us for so many years. We hope she realizes how highly we 

our participants. 



We’re big fans of people who look out for people.
Congratulations to EDEN, Inc. on your 30th Anniversary. Hard work doesn’t always get 
the recognition it deserves, so when it makes a community better, we take notice. 
Thank you for all your efforts, and keep making us stronger.

Member FDIC. ®, Huntington® and  Huntington. Welcome.® are federally registered service 
marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2021 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. 
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Outstanding Service

Barbara Dorsey
24 Years

When one reads the list of EDEN’s 

that comes to mind is Barbara 
Dorsey. Barbara will soon be at 
EDEN for 25 years. She holds 
a wealth of EDEN institutional 
knowledge and is always willing 
to share a fun anecdote about the 
early years of the organization—as 

agency has endured. She tells the 
best stories about the past days 

Barbara’s unwavering commitment to EDEN has earned her the 
respect and love of her coworkers, our vendors, and tenants. In her 
role as Accounts Payable Specialist Lead, Barbara is an excellent 

with many of our vendors. Her loyalty to EDEN and vendors alike has 
helped to enhance EDEN’S reputation in many arenas.

Barbara is a caregiver at heart, and that caring nature transcends 

in a while or knows they may be enduring some rough patches. She 
has an extremely generous spirit, but a sassy side too.

Anniversary, we celebrate those who, like Barbara, have made EDEN’s 
success possible. 
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Outstanding Service

Lori Ross
22 Years

any project or task that is set before her, 
evident by her 22 year career at EDEN. 
She takes pride in her work, which is done 

any participant, landlord, or partner and it 
is almost guaranteed that she has some 
historical knowledge to share that is often 

One of her greatest qualities is her ability 
to empathize with others, whether it be 
our participants or her peers. Lori wears 
her heart on her sleeve and always steps 
up when someone is in need or when she 

having a rough day, she is there to celebrate or sympathize. 

Creating strong relationships over the years, Lori has kept in touch with many 

because of her loving nature. 

Even through her own personal obstacles, she continually perseveres, going 

over the last 22 years at EDEN and we look forward to many, many more. 





17

Outstanding Goal Achievement

Dartrell
When Dartrell was only seven years old, he was recruited by 
gang members to help run drugs. This led to him being in and 
out of the criminal justice system throughout his adolescence. 

times I was on the streets and in and out of shelters, it comes to 
about ten years. I went to a halfway house for a year and a half 

I wanted to feel safe. I got put out of every place that I’ve been 
since I was seven years old. So to be able to have my own keys 
and pay my own rent … just having responsibilities is a big thing 

alone. I was in groups all the time, you know. When you are by 

volunteering for the Catholic Diocese Food Pantry across the street. He 

Dartrell is astonished at how much he has changed. He has not only 
found peace, but hope for a bright future. EDEN is proud to recognize his 
achievements and celebrate his dreams. 
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Outstanding Goal Achievement

John
Outstanding Goal Achievement

A nice home doesn’t seem to be such a lofty 

one day I’m going to be on my own, and the 
one thing I want is a nice home. It took me 
a long time, and I’ve been through a lot, but 
God sent the right people to me to make 

John was placed in an orphanage at age 
two and then entered the foster system 
when he was six. While in foster care, he was 
bounced from family to family. At sixteen, 
John ran away and ended up in Ohio. 

John lost his housing and became 
homeless. For three years, he slept 
underneath the bridge on the corner of Lakeside and West 3rd near the old 
Municipal Stadium. He applied for permanent supportive housing in 1998 and 
has lived at EDEN properties ever since. 

Once John felt secure in a home, he began to thrive and give back. He 
became a volunteer patient navigator at MetroHealth for clients with HIV, a 

coat volunteer at Playhouse Square and has been with them for ten years.

I am. Never forget where you come from, and always remember where you 
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Thank You to  
All Our Sponsors

Rose Sponsors

Bellwether Enterprise Energy Management Specialists
www.energyman.com

Lilac Sponsors

Hiti, DiFrancesco and 

Huntington Bank

J8 Security 

John G. Johnson 
Construction Company

KeyBank

LDA architects 

Marous Brothers 
Construction 

Millstone Management 
Group 

Mistick Construction 

Oswald 
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Tulip Sponsors
ACS CTS Decon

ALCA Associates

CHN Housing Partners

EDEN Board of Directors

EDEN Senior Leadership 
Team

Enterprise Community 
Partners

Everstream 

FrontLine Service

Gilmore Jasion Mahler, LTD 

Ohio Capital Corporation for 
Housing

TNT Construction 

YWCA of Cleveland

Daisy Sponsors
Alcohol, Drug Addiction 

and Mental Health Services 
(ADAMHS) Board of Cuyahoga 

County

Batteries+Bulbs

A Big Fan of EDEN 

Butler Human Services

Denk Associates, Inc. 

Michael Doud 

Famicos Foundation

Family Promise of Greater 
Cleveland 

Front Steps Housing and Services

Janus Small Associates 

Joseph’s Home

Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 

Northwest Neighborhoods CDC 

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak 

One View Communications 

Surety Title Agency, Inc.

Vorys, Sater, Seymour and Pease
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Table Sponsors
The Centers for Families and Children 

Cleveland Menu

 
Services Board of Lorain County

Northeast Ohio Coalition for the Homeless 

Erin Sislowski

Donors

DJD Investment Company

John G. Johnson Construction Company

Mistick Construction

Parma Movers

Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland

Event Supporters
Gentile’s Bakery 

Let’s Entertain

Northcoast Litho

Tomato Guys

Wonderhouse Films





Tonight’s Activities

Silent Auction
1) Go to . 

2) Click on  at the top and then enter your information. Create 

sure to follow the password requirements and then write down your 
password somewhere. 

3) The home page lists all the items available. Click on one to learn 
more about an item that interests you. If you want it, be sure to click 
the button . 

4) There are three ways to place a bid:
 a. You can BID DIRECTLY by entering a number higher than the 

current bid in the BID DIRECTLY box and clicking . 
 b. You can AUTO BID by entering a number in the AUTO BID box 

and clicking 

 c. You can do both: Place a DIRECT BID and then an AUTO BID to 
hedge your bets. 

 d. Please note that the system is set up to accept bids in increments 
of $10, so you can’t put in a bid for $1 more – it must be $10 more. 

5) A little bit more about the AUTO BID
on an item, you enter the max amount you are willing to pay for the 
item. If the item is currently $10 but you know it is worth $50 to you, 

not know your maximum bid amount, so they enter $20. The system 
places bids on your behalf starting with the next bid increment for 
the auction: $30. The other bidders really want that item, so they bid 
$40. The system enters your bid of $50. The other bidders either give 

that the current bid on that item is $60 (or you can simply refresh the 
page). If you still want the item, you can put in a direct bid or another 

prize. If you did win, please go to the payments table to pay for it and 
then you can pick it up. Congratulations!

Questions? See Jacquie at the Customer Service Table 27

Tonight’s Activities
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Tonight’s Activities

Silent Auction Items
; auctions end at 9:30

222272272722272222727277777777227227272777777727222272777777772727777777272727777777222727277777777222277777722277777772222777777777777777777777

Family Portrait Session 
Donated by Portraitions

Mini Floral Paintings 

for actual paintings) 
Donated by Jen Stafanek

One Hour Exterior Drone Shot 
Donated by Wonderhouse 

Films

with Firepit
Donated by Linda Erb

Paintball Party for Ten 
Donated by Synergy Woods

Cleveland Experience  
for October 15

Donated by EDEN &  
the Cleveland Ballet

29

Salut! Wine Tasting for Six
Donated by  

Judi & Chris Engel

Five Date Nights
Donated by Akron RubberDucks; Christie 
Tatum-Stroh, Cindy Weaver, & Cleveland 
Cavaliers; Cleveland Monsters; Forest City 

Roll Hall of Fame

Accoutrements 
Donated by  

MaxStrenth Fitness
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Tonight’s Activities

Purchase $10 tickets at the ticket table and place them in the bag; 
drawings start at 9:30





Tonight’s Activities

Purchase tickets at the ticket table;  
place them in the bags of the prizes you want to win;  

drawings start at 9:30

Questions? See Jacquie at the Customer Service Table

Prizes and donors as of September 1, 2021
 

Donated by Sue Liccardi

Amazon Gift Basket 
Donated by Christie Tatum-Stroh

 
Donated by My Time Skin & Nails

Breast Cancer Awareness Bag with Goodies 
Donated by Jacquie Skrzypiec

Chinese Sancai Art Decorative Plate 
Donated by Anonymous

Cleveland Browns Wreath 
Donated by Angelique Luzader

 
Donated by Angelique Luzader

Disney Tabletop Tree in a Teacup  
Donated by Peggy Ledger

EDEN’s Lottery Tree 
Donated by Anonymous

 
Donated by Anonymous

 
Donated by Peggy Ledger 

Family Game Night Package 
Donated by the Engel Family

Floral Whimsy Tabletop Tree in a Teapot 
Donated by Peggy Ledger 

Grow the Economy Gift Cards 
Donated by EDEN Management Team 

 
Donated by Heather Skrzypiec

Home Serenity Care Package 
Donated by Molly & Jon Petrus

Donated by Anonymous

Donated by Anonymous

Little Artist Creative Set
Donated by The Pollock Family

Little Scientist Learning Package 
Donated by Greater Cleveland Aquarium  

& The Pollack Family

Old Stone Church by Jim Ptacek 
Donated by Michele & Rob Sommerfelt

Pampered Car Package 
Donated by AutoZone Brookpark Rd  

& Discount Tire Parma Heights

Perfect Peter Pan Package 
Donated by Jacquie Skrzypiec

Donated by Anonymous

Silver Artwork/Mirror Combination 
Donated by Anonymous

Staud Shirley Bag 
Donated by Anonymous

Street Cars by Jim Ptacek 
Donated by Michele & Rob Sommerfelt

Welcome Wreath 
Donated by Angelique Luzader

Donated by Hermes Furniture 33





Tonight’s Activities

Purchase tickets at the ticket table; drawings start at 9:30

35

number of tickets to be sold. 50% of the proceeds will go 

toward EDEN’s programs, and 50% will go to the person who 

purchased the winning ticket. 

 If we sell 300 tickets, 50% of $30 x 300 tickets =  

a $4,500 prize!

  If we sell 450 tickets, 50% of $30 x 450 tickets =  

a $6,750 prize

  If we sell 600 tickets, 50% of $30 x 600 tickets =  

a $9000 prize!

The drawing will be held tonight at 9:30, and all tickets must 

be purchased by then. 

You do not need to be present to win. If we call your number 

and you are not at the event, we will mail you a check after 

informing you of your winnings.

Questions? See Jacquie at the Customer Service Table
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EDEN’s History
EDEN was incorporated in 1991. Its primary goals were 

and who may be experiencing homelessness.

What began as one residential care facility in Cleveland 

Heights, has grown over the past 30 years. EDEN now owns 

for individuals and families who have a household member 

with a mental illness and/or substance use disorder. 

Our Permanent Supportive Housing for chronically homeless 

individuals includes 738 units with an additional 112 currently 

in development. The agency also owns Norma Herr 

Women’s Center, which is the primary shelter in Cuyahoga 

County for single adult women.

EDEN administers rental assistance for more than 3,600 

households per month, focusing mainly on persons with 

disabilities and those who are homeless. This includes single 

from institutions. EDEN is also the primary provider of the 

in Cuyahoga County.

In 2020, EDEN served more than 4,500 

households — the highest total in its history 

— with permanent supportive housing, rental 

assistance, homeless prevention services, 

and more.





EDEN’s Mission

EDEN’s mission is to provide housing 
solutions to people facing the 
challenges of housing insecurities and 
homelessness.

EDEN’s Values & Vision

EDEN recognizes that housing is a 

step in helping those vulnerable and 
disadvantaged transform their lives. 

homelessness will be brief and rare; 
and every family will have a safe, secure 
place to call home. 

We believe housing serves as a 
foundation to build stable lives, 

aspirations.

EDEN’s Priorities

EDEN is committed to being an 
active champion of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion (DEI) throughout our 
organization and the communities we 
serve.

EDEN is working with FrontLine 
Service (FLS) and the YWCA to lead 

representation of young adults of color 
in the homeless system and end their 
homelessness by the end of 2021.

EDEN-Owned Housing

EDEN owns more than 200 units of 

apartment buildings, to duplexes, to 
single family homes. EDEN also owns 
Norma Herr Women’s Center, the 
primary emergency shelter for single 
women in Cuyahoga County which 
provided almost 1,000 women with 
emergency shelter in 2020. 

 EDEN’s Permanent Supportive 
Housing (PSH)

EDEN follows the Housing First model, 
which prioritizes providing permanent 
housing to people experiencing 
homelessness. This serves as a 
platform from which they can pursue 
goals that improve their quality of 
life, such as getting a job, budgeting 
properly, or attending to substance 
use issues. Lease compliance is the 
only requirement, and participation in 
supportive services is voluntary. 

Eden owns 12 buildings containing a 
total of 738 units. Our newest property 

PSH in Lorain County—and it will 
provide an additional 62 units when it is 
completed in Fall 2021. 

For more information about EDEN’s 
services, visit www.edencle.og/
programs. 39





Thank you for 
your support!



Photo by Wonderhouse Films

EDEN, Inc.

7812 Madison Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44102


